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County of Louisa

ADMINISTRATION

To: Christian R. Goodwin, County Administrator
From: Alexandra Dixon, Deputy Clerk

Date: May 1, 2017

Re: Operation Safe Passage/Arrive Alive Campaig

BACKGROUND

Sheriff Ashland Fortune and Corporal Robert Sarnoski with Louisa County Sheriff's Office will
be present to give a brief presentation on Operation Safe Passage, a campaign to help reduce teen
accidents during the high risk period from prom tlgtograduation.

Thank you,
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County of Louisa

ADMINISTRATION

To: Christian R. Goodwin, County Administrator
From: Alexandra Dixon, Deputy Clerk

Date: May 1, 2017

Re: LCWA Quarterly Update

BACKGROUND

Ms. Pam Baughman, General Manager for the Louisa County Water Authority, will be present at
the meeting to provide the Board with a quarterly update.

Thank you.
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COUNTY OF LOUISA

(540) 967-3430 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT Fax (540) 967-3486
To: Louisa County Board of Supervisors
From: Staff, Community Development Department
Date: April 25, 2017
RE: Review of Deed of Gift of Conservation Easement — Pryor

(TMP 56-34; 48.462 acres)

MEMORANDUM
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ISSUE:

Determination if a conservation easement on approximately 48.462 acres in the Patrick Henry
Voting District conforms to the Louisa County Comprehensive Plan.

The subject property is located on the northwest side of Route 604 (Roundabout Road) and north
of Route 640 (W. Old Mountain Road).

The parcel is zoned Agricultural (A-2) and enjoys land use taxation, or use value assessment,
meaning that the parcel is taxed at a reduced rate. This parcel is governed by Division 2A of the
Louisa County Zoning Ordinance. The A-2 zoning district includes agricultural as a principal
use.

DISCUSSION:

The Board of Supervisors will discuss an agreement in principle regarding a charitable donation
of a conservation easement to Louisa County. Brenda and Andrew Pryor wish to grant an
easement of 48.462 acres along Roundabout Road in the Patrick Henry Voting District. This
would be the first conservation easement received by the Board of Supervisors although the
Virginia Outdoors Foundation and other state agencies hold similar easements throughout the
county. Review of the deed indicates this easement is for conservation and open space purposes,
will provide a scenic view shed along the rural roadway and does not entitle public access on the

property.

Conservation easements are a land preservation tool that protects and preserves farmland and
vistas. When land-owners donate an easement to a locality or state agency, they continue to own
the property and pay taxes on it, but give up certain agreed upon rights. The underlying property
cannot be used or developed as zoning would otherwise allow and, consequently, the landowner
is sometimes eligible for tax benefits.

The holder of the easement takes on legal responsibility and right to enforce the easement. By
accepting a conservation easement, a municipality assumes the legal obligation of carrying out
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the grantor’s desires by upholding the terms of the easement. There is sometimes a cost
associated with managing an easement including staff time to monitor and correct violations on
the property.

Conservation easements should promote and implement the goals of the Comprehensive Plan.
The 2012 Louisa County Comprehensive Plan discusses in various ways the desire of the County
for conservation, protection and preservation. The introduction of the plan states “the
Comprehensive Plan encapsulates the vision for Louisa County, as articulated by its citizens, and
identifies the areas in the County, which are appropriate for growth, conservation, agriculture,
forestry, and industry.”

Two of the five goals state the importance of protecting the rural nature and preserving and
protecting the natural resources in Louisa County. Corresponding objectives encourage
“voluntary strategies™ specifically identifying the “use of conservation easements.” Chapter IV:
Planning Implementation Tools also identifies conservation easements as an “option for open
space management”.

RECOMMENDATION:

In conclusion, if the Board of Supervisors is interested in accepting this conservation easement,
The Board of Supervisors could acknowledge the agreement, in principle, to accept this gift and
motion to send the information to the Planning Commission to conduct a review for conformance
with the Comprehensive Plan.

ATTACHMENTS:
The following items are attached for review:

I. Comprehensive Plan references.
Email request from the property owner’s representative.

3. GIS zoning, comp plan growth area and future land use area, and agricultural/forestal
district maps.
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